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ST IVES UNITING CHURCH
ANNUAL CAROL SERVICE (ADVENT 3)
SUNDAY DECEMBER 13" 2020
Welcome and Call to Worship
We light the third Advent Candle. Emily Jacobbson

The coming of the Christ Child gives us all great joy,
A deep-down joy that comes from knowing that God cares,
He is a God who is not remote, he is close to us at all times!

We light the advent candle of Joy
Thanks be to God - Emmanuel!

Hymn 268 “Joy to the world.”

Reading THE MESSIAH IS FORETOLD John Holliday Smith
Isaiah Chapter 9 Verses 2 -7

?The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living
in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned.

3You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; they rejoice
before you as people rejoice at the harvest, as warriors rejoice when
dividing the plunder.



4For as in the day of Midian's defeat, you have shattered the yoke that
burdens them, the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor.

5Every warrior's boot used in battle and every garment rolled in blood
will be destined for burning, will be fuel for the fire.

°For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will
be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

70Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. He
will reign on David's throne and over his kingdom, establishing and
upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and
forever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this.

Hymn 272 “Come thou long-expected Jesus”

Prayer for the Advent and Christmas seasons Lawrence Peak

Eternal God, each year our calendar turns over and we know that
Christmas is coming. Each year we seek to buy the right presents and
stock up the kitchen. So now we seek to prepare our hearts and minds.
Help us to glimpse the wonder of it all, the strangeness and the mystery
which is beyond our science and logic, how your eternal love and
creativity and hope came into this world in the life of Jesus. May that
wonder fill us with joy.
Help us as we prepare, to recognise the little candle of faith in many
lives today, obsessed as we are with all the holidays and family needs.
Don’t blow out that little candle, Lord, but through the Spirit encourage
all that is true and hopeful in our community celebrations.
And as we prepare, help us to know that the world is still your world,
that the human family is your family, beloved, precious, offered the light
of Jesus and called to Bethlehem. Amen.

Vale Rev Bernard Thorogood (1928 — 2020)

Reading THE WORD BECAME FLESH Mike Tickell

John Chapter 1 Verses 1 - 14



In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. He was with God in the beginning.

Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that
has been made.

In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

There was a man sent from God whose name was John. He came as a
witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all might
believe. He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the
light.

The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world.
He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the
world did not recognize him.

He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him.
Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he
gave the right to become children of God —children born not of natural
descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen
his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father,

full of grace and truth.

Christmas Bowl “Sharing Joy in Sri Lanka”

Poem Bethlehem Scene Caroline Turner

See now the shepherds their night watch are keeping,



Whilst in the stillness the whole land is sleeping.
See now the stars in the silky black gleaming;
Ah little lost world, can there be no redeeming?

Feel now the summer’s night silent and calm
Feel now the warm night air soothe as a balm;
And though there is nothing - no, not a sound

Can you sense a strange holiness hovering round?

Feel now the touch of the soft warming breeze
Sighing and rustling through bushes and trees.
How still is the town in the pale moonlight,
There is something of peace about this night!

Just a small village, so tiny a town!
Such little fame, such little renown!
A place for the world to be reconciled

To God the creator, through just a small child?

Did you not notice that stable so bare?
Beside that inn - just over there.
Can you not hear the tiny babe cry?

Then be still; for God is nigh.

Hymn 316 “O Little Town of Bethlehem”
Family Time “God with us”
The Peace

The peace of the Lord be always with you
And also with you.
Please share the peace with your immediate neighbours.

YouTube Carol “God with us”

God With Us — Bob Bennett - YouTube

Reading THE SHEPHERDS AND THE ANGELS

Lawrence Peak

Bob Bennett

Jeanette Barrett


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M5RFU71SnPA

Luke Chapter 2 Verses 1 - 20

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be
taken of the entire Roman world. 2(This was the first census that took
place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3And everyone went to
their own town to register.

S0 Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea,
to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and
line of David. He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged
to be married to him and was expecting a child. éWhile they were there,
the time came for the baby to be born, 7and she gave birth to her
firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger,
because there was no guest room available for them.

8And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping
watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
terrified. 19But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you
good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the
town of David a Saviour has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the
Lord. 2This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in
cloths and lying in a manger.”

1BSuddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the
angel, praising God and saying,

14”Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace to those on whom his favour rests.”

15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds
said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has
happened, which the Lord has told us about.”



1650 they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who
was lying in the manger. 17When they had seen him, they spread the
word concerning what had been told them about this child,’8and all who
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. But Mary
treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20The
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they
had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.

Hymn 299 “While shepherds watched”
Advent Prayer Hazel Ruskin

Lord Jesus, Master of both the light and the darkness, send your Holy
Spirit upon our preparations this Christmas.

We, who have so much to do, seek quiet spaces to hear your voice each

day.

We, who are anxious over many things, look forward to your coming
among us.

We, who are blessed in so many ways, long for the complete joy of your
kingdom.

We, whose hearts are heavy, seek the joy of your presence.
We are your people, walking in darkness, yet seeking the light.
To you we say, “Come Lord Jesus”

Amen (Henri Nouwen)

Musical Interlude “O Holy Night” King's College Cambridge

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gTFG nvreol

Offering and Dedication

Prayers of the People Seng Eng Low
Each petition ends with the words “Lord we pray, hear our prayers” and the people
respond, “Bring us the joy of the Christmas Season”.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gTFG_nvreoI
https://www.bing.com/search?q=youtube+o+holy+night+king%27s+college+cambridge&form=ANSPH1&refig=5cf51ce23c2346cca4c1ea226d5fe1fb&pc=U531&sp=2&ghc=1&qs=BT&pq=youtube+o+holy+night+kings+&sk=PRES1BT1&sc=2-27&cvid=5cf51ce23c2346cca4c1ea226d5fe1fb
https://www.bing.com/search?q=youtube+o+holy+night+king%27s+college+cambridge&form=ANSPH1&refig=5cf51ce23c2346cca4c1ea226d5fe1fb&pc=U531&sp=2&ghc=1&qs=BT&pq=youtube+o+holy+night+kings+&sk=PRES1BT1&sc=2-27&cvid=5cf51ce23c2346cca4c1ea226d5fe1fb

Lords Prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory
are yours, now and forever. Amen.
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Hymn 304 “O come all ye faithful”

Benediction and Three-fold Amen

Christ, the Son of God gladden your hearts.
By his coming to dwell among us,

And bring you his peace;

And the blessing of God almighty

Father, Son and Holy Spirit,

Rest and abide with you all now and forever.
Amen

Organ Postlude

Sincere thanks to our soloist Pru Clearwater and organist Jim Abraham.



