St Ives Uniting Church
7th November 2021
Pentecost 24
Call to worship and lighting the Christ Candle
Let us open the scriptures together
And listen to God’s word
Let us open our hearts to God
And pray for ourselves and the world
Let us shout for joy for what God has done
And joyfully sing his praises together
Hymn: 152 Joyful, joyful
Prayers of adoration and confession
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed,
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.
By what we have said, and by what we have left unsaid.
We have stood by and witnessed injustice,
We have looked away from the suffering of others, and we have not
been merciful to those in need.
Lord, we confess that we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves,
And most of all, that we have not loved you with our whole heart;
Amen.
Assurance of forgiveness
Hear Christ’s word of grace, “Your sins are forgiven”
Thanks be to God
Hymn: 217 Love divine
Notices

Lawrence Peak

2

Bible readings:
1 Kings 17:8-16
Rob Mayrick
8
9
Then the word of the Lord came to him: “Go at once to Zarephath in
the region of Sidon and stay there. I have directed a widow there to
supply you with food.” 10 So he went to Zarephath. When he came to
the town gate, a widow was there gathering sticks. He called to her
and asked, “Would you bring me a little water in a jar so I may have a
drink?” 11 As she was going to get it, he called, “And bring me, please,
a piece of bread.”
12
“As surely as the Lord your God lives,” she replied, “I don’t have any
bread—only a handful of flour in a jar and a little olive oil in a jug. I am
gathering a few sticks to take home and make a meal for myself and
my son, that we may eat it—and die.”
13
Elijah said to her, “Don’t be afraid. Go home and do as you have
said. But first make a small loaf of bread for me from what you have
and bring it to me, and then make something for yourself and your
son. 14 For this is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: ‘The jar of
flour will not be used up and the jug of oil will not run dry until the day
the Lord sends rain on the land.’”
15
She went away and did as Elijah had told her. So there was food
every day for Elijah and for the woman and her family. 16 For the jar of
flour was not used up and the jug of oil did not run dry, in keeping with
the word of the Lord spoken by Elijah.
Mark 12:38-44
Caroline Turner
38
As he taught, Jesus said, “Watch out for the teachers of the law.
They like to walk around in flowing robes and be greeted with respect
in the marketplaces, 39 and have the most important seats in the
synagogues and the places of honor at banquets. 40 They devour
widows’ houses and for a show make lengthy prayers. These men will
be punished most severely.”
41
Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and
watched the crowd putting their money into the temple treasury. Many
rich people threw in large amounts. 42 But a poor widow came and put
in two very small copper coins, worth only a few cents.
43
Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, this poor
widow has put more into the treasury than all the others. 44 They all
gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in
everything—all she had to live on.”
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Sermon: Two coins
Video: In Christ alone
Offering and prayer
Prayer for others

Jo McDonough

Holy Communion
The Lord be with you
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
…And so we praise you with your people throughout the world and
across the years, joining with choirs of angels and the whole of
creation in the eternal hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
…With this bread and this cup we do as our Saviour commands: we
celebrate the redemption he has won for us.
Christ has died,
Christ is risen,
Christ will come again.
…Awaiting his coming in glory, we pray as our Saviour taught us:

4

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.
…The gifts of God for the people of God.
May we who share these gifts be found in Christ, and Christ in
us.
…God has us in this sacrament, united us with Christ, and given us a
foretaste of the heavenly banquet prepared for all people, and so we
pray together:
We thank you, Lord, that when we were still far off, you met us in
your Son. He lived and died and rose again, declared your love
and gave us the gift of eternal life.
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; we who drink
his cup bring life to others; we who the Spirit lights give light to
the world.
Keep us in the hope we have in your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
in whose name we pray.
Amen
Hymn: 28 God is my strength and refuge
Benediction
Postlude

Pianist

Jim Abraham

