St Ives Uniting Church
13 July 2025

Pentecost 5

Call to worship and welcome

The Christ Candle

Hymn: 133 O worship the king
Prayer of adoration and confession

Responsive reading - Psalm 82

1 God presides in the great assembly;
he renders judgment among the “gods”:

2“How long will you defend the unjust
and show partiality to the wicked?
3 Defend the weak and the fatherless;

uphold the cause of the poor and the oppressed.

* Rescue the weak and the needy;
deliver them from the hand of the wicked.

°>“The ‘gods’ know nothing, they understand nothing.

They walk about in darkness;
all the foundations of the earth are shaken.

64l said, ‘You are “gods”;
you are all sons of the Most High.’
"But you will die like mere mortals;
you will fall like every other ruler.”

8 Rise up, O God, judge the earth,
for all the nations are your inheritance.



Assurance of forgiveness

Hear Christ’s word of grace to us:
‘Your sins are forgiven.’
Thanks be to God.

Hymn: 745 Seek ye first
Notices Lawrence Peak

Bible Readings:
Amos 7:7-17 Pam Tickell

"This is what he showed me: The Lord was standing by a wall that had
been built true to plumb, with a plumb line in his hand. 8 And the Lord
asked me, “What do you see, Amos?”

“A plumb line,” | replied.

Then the Lord said, “Look, | am setting a plumb line among my people
Israel; | will spare them no longer.
9“The high places of Isaac will be destroyed

and the sanctuaries of Israel will be ruined;

with my sword | will rise against the house of Jeroboam.”

9 Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent a message to Jeroboam king of
Israel: “Amos is raising a conspiracy against you in the very heart of
Israel. The land cannot bear all his words. ! For this is what Amos is
saying:
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Jeroboam will die by the sword,
and Israel will surely go into exile,
away from their native land.”

2Then Amaziah said to Amos, “Get out, you seer! Go back to the land of
Judah. Earn your bread there and do your prophesying there. ' Don't



prophesy anymore at Bethel, because this is the king’s sanctuary and the
temple of the kingdom.”

4 Amos answered Amaziah, “| was neither a prophet nor the son of a
prophet, but | was a shepherd, and | also took care of sycamore-fig trees.
15 But the Lord took me from tending the flock and said to me, ‘Go,
prophesy to my people Israel.’” '® Now then, hear the word of the Lord.
You say,

Do not prophesy against Israel,
and stop preaching against the descendants of Isaac.’

"“Therefore this is what the Lord says:
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Your wife will become a prostitute in the city,
and your sons and daughters will fall by the sword.
Your land will be measured and divided up,
and you yourself will die in a pagan!® country.
And Israel will surely go into exile,
away from their native land.”

For the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Colossians 1:3-14 Mike Tickell

3We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we
pray for you, 4 because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of
the love you have for all God’s people— ° the faith and love that spring
from the hope stored up for you in heaven and about which you have
already heard in the true message of the gospel ¢ that has come to you. In
the same way, the gospel is bearing fruit and growing throughout the
whole world—just as it has been doing among you since the day you
heard it and truly understood God'’s grace. 7 You learned it from
Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on
our behalf, 8 and who also told us of your love in the Spirit.

3


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Amos%207%3A7-17&version=NIV#fen-NIV-22482c

9 For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped
praying for you. We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of
his will through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives,
950 that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every
way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God,
" being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so
that you may have great endurance and patience, 2 and giving joyful
thanks to the Father, who has qualified youl? to share in the inheritance of
his holy people in the kingdom of light. ' For he has rescued us from the
dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he
loves, '*in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

For the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Sermon: Going straight.

Hymn: 659 The Lord is my shepherd

Offering and prayer

Offering response: 768 Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Prayers of the people and the Lord’s prayer Ross Lorenz
Hymn: 154 Great is thy faithfulness

Benediction

Sung blessing: 772 Worship, honour, glory, blessing

Postlude Organist Jim Abraham
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