St Ives Uniting Church
27 July 2025

Pentecost 7

Call to worship and welcome
Hymn: 224 All hail the power of Jesus’ name
Prayer of adoration

Prayer of confession

Almighty God, source of light and life,

We confess that we have turned against you and our
neighbours

We have followed our own ways and failed to follow you

We realise that we have been separated from you and that we
cannot rescue ourselves

So we ask you to forgive us, not because we deserve that
forgiveness, but because of the grace shown to all through
Jesus.

Forgive us, guide us and strengthen us,

through the grace of Jesus Christ, your Son and our Saviour,
and in whose name we pray.

Amen

Responsive reading: Psalm 85

'You, Lord, showed favour to your land;
you restored the fortunes of Jacob.

2You forgave the iniquity of your people
and covered all their sins.

3You set aside all your wrath
and turned from your fierce anger.

4 Restore us again, God our Savior,
and put away your displeasure toward us.
> Will you be angry with us forever?



Will you prolong your anger through all generations?
® Will you not revive us again,

that your people may rejoice in you?
" Show us your unfailing love, Lord,

and grant us your salvation.

8 | will listen to what God the Lord says;
he promises peace to his people, his faithful servants—
but let them not turn to folly.

9 Surely his salvation is near those who fear him,
that his glory may dwell in our land.

9 Love and faithfulness meet together;
righteousness and peace kiss each other.
1 Faithfulness springs forth from the earth,
and righteousness looks down from heaven.
12The Lord will indeed give what is good,
and our land will yield its harvest.
13 Righteousness goes before him
and prepares the way for his steps.

Assurance of forgiveness

We did not choose God, God chose us.

In that choice, God offers us mercy, grace and love.
Through Christ, God chooses to grant us forgiveness.
In Christ, we are restored as God’s children.

Our sins are forgiven.

Thanks be to God.

Hymn: 160 Father all loving
Notices: Lawrence Peak

Before the readings: All scripture



Bible readings:

Hosea 1:2-10 Elizabeth White

2When the Lord began to speak through Hosea, the Lord said to him,
“Go, marry a promiscuous woman and have children with her, for like an
adulterous wife this land is guilty of unfaithfulness to the Lord.” 3So he
married Gomer daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore him a
son.

4Then the Lord said to Hosea, “Call him Jezreel, because | will soon
punish the house of Jehu for the massacre at Jezreel, and | will put an
end to the kingdom of Israel. ° In that day | will break Israel’s bow in the
Valley of Jezreel.”

® Gomer conceived again and gave birth to a daughter. Then the Lord
said to Hosea, “Call her Lo-Ruhamah (which means “not loved”), for | will
no longer show love to Israel, that | should at all forgive them. 7 Yet | will
show love to Judah; and | will save them—not by bow, sword or battle, or
by horses and horsemen, but I, the Lord their God, will save them.”

8 After she had weaned Lo-Ruhamah, Gomer had another son. ° Then the
Lord said, “Call him Lo-Ammi (which means “not my people”), for you are
not my people, and | am not your God.

10“Yet the Israelites will be like the sand on the seashore, which cannot
be measured or counted. In the place where it was said to them, “You are
not my people,’ they will be called ‘children of the living God.’

For the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Colossians 2:13-19 Stephen White

13When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your
flesh, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, ' having
cancelled the charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood against us
and condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the cross. ' And
having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle
of them, triumphing over them by the cross.

6 Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with
regard to a religious festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day.

3



" These are a shadow of the things that were to come; the reality,
however, is found in Christ. ' Do not let anyone who delights in false
humility and the worship of angels disqualify you. Such a person also
goes into great detail about what they have seen; they are puffed up with
idle notions by their unspiritual mind. '® They have lost connection with
the head, from whom the whole body, supported and held together by its
ligaments and sinews, grows as God causes it to grow.

For the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Sermon: Do what?

Hymn: 223 How sweet the name of Jesus sounds

Offering

Offering response: 768 Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Prayers of the people Lawrence Peak
Hymn: 233 | will sing the wondrous story

Benediction

Threefold Amen

Postlude Pianist Lawrence Peak



