St Ives Uniting Church

5th June 2022

Pentecost
Welcome and lighting the Christ Candle
Hymn: 416 Great God, your spirit like the wind
Prayers of adoration and confession

Assurance of forgiveness
Hear Christ’'s word of grace, “Your sins are forgiven”
Thanks be to God

Notices Lawrence Peak

Bible readings:

Genesis 11:1-9 Caroline Turner

! Now the whole world had one language and a common speech. 2 As
people moved eastward, they found a plain in Shinar and settled there.

3 They said to each other, “Come, let's make bricks and bake them
thoroughly.” They used brick instead of stone, and tar for mortar.
4Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that
reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves;
otherwise we will be scattered over the face of the whole earth.”

°>But the Lord came down to see the city and the tower the people
were building. ® The Lord said, “If as one people speaking the same
language they have begun to do this, then nothing they plan to do will
be impossible for them. ” Come, let us go down and confuse their
language so they will not understand each other.”

8 So the Lord scattered them from there over all the earth, and they
stopped building the city. ® That is why it was called Babel —because



there the Lord confused the language of the whole world. From there
the Lord scattered them over the face of the whole earth.

This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Acts 2:1-8, 12-21 Beth Dulin
1 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one
place. 2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from
heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 2 They saw
what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on
each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to
speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.

> Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every
nation under heaven. ® When they heard this sound, a crowd came
together in bewilderment, because each one heard their own
language being spoken. 7 Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these
who are speaking Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each of us hears
them in our native language?

12 Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this
mean?”

13 Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too
much wine.”

4 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and
addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in
Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what | say.
15These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It's only nine in the
morning! ¥ No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:

17%In the last days, God says,
| will pour out my Spirit on all people.
Your sons and daughters will prophesy,
your young men will see visions,
your old men will dream dreams.
18 Even on my servants, both men and women,

2



| will pour out my Spirit in those days,

and they will prophesy.
191 will show wonders in the heavens above

and signs on the earth below,

blood and fire and billows of smoke.
20 The sun will be turned to darkness

and the moon to blood

before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord.
21 And everyone who calls

on the name of the Lord will be saved.’

This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Sermon: From Babel to Pentecost

Hymn: Spirit of God, unseen as the wind

Offering and prayer
Prayers of the people — Prepared by Jane Ann
Hymn: 414 There’s a spirit in the air
Holy Communion
The Lord be with you

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



...And so we praise you with your people throughout the world
and across the years, joining with choirs of angels and the whole
of creation in the eternal hymn, saying:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might.

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

...With this bread and this cup we do as our Saviour commands:
we celebrate the redemption he has won for us.

Christ has died,
Christ is risen,
Christ will come again.

...Awaiting his coming in glory, we pray as our Saviour taught us:
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

... The qifts of God for the people of God.
May we who share these gifts be found in Christ, and Christ
in us.



...God has us in this sacrament, united us with Christ, and given
us a foretaste of the heavenly banquet prepared for all people,
and so we pray together:

We thank you, Lord, that when we were still far off, you met
us in your Son. He lived and died and rose again, declared
your love and gave us the gift of eternal life.

May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; we who
drink his cup bring life to others; we who the Spirit lights
give light to the world.

Keep us in the hope we have in your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord, in whose name we pray.

Amen.
Hymn: 422 Come Holy Spirit, Come
Benediction

Postlude Organist Jim Abraham






